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Managing Manure Applica

Animal manure is a valuable agronomic resource for growing
crops. However, it is important to follow proper handling and
application Best Management Practices (BMPs) so your crop
receives the nutrient benefits while protecting the environment
and human health.

Surface water sampling in the Central Valley has found
exceedances of State surface water quality standards for E. coli
bacteria. Potential sources of bacterial contamination are leaky
sewer lines or septic systems, runoff from livestock operations,
irrigated pasture, domestic animals (dogs, cats), wildlife,
manure applied to farmland and washed off in rain or irrigation,
or allowing livestock uncontrolled access to creeks.

Since animal manure used on cropland can potentially be a
source of E. coli bacteria, landowners and operators should
consider the following practices when storing or applying
livestock manure. The information below is condensed from
several sources, including “Good Agricultural Practices”
developed by the Almond Board of California.

When applying manure as a nutrient to soils, check with a
nutrient specialist such as a Certified Crop Adviser (CCA).
Under new Central Valley Regional Water Board regulations,
California dairymen must use a CCA-approved nutrient
management plan for their cropland when applying manure.
They must also submit sampling results of manure sources,
irrigation water and soil. For a complete description of NRCS
cost sharing manure management programs, please consult the
publication:

ftp: / /ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/CA/technical /cnmp/590_AFO_
Manure_Nutrient_Mgt_2008.pdf.
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