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PROTECTING WATER QUALITY
It's Your Responsibility!

Urban pest control professionals provide volue to their customers by using
the best practices and products to contral insect pests, weeds and rodents.
An important responsibility of sach professional applicater is safeguarding
water resources.

Any pest cantrol or lawn care product vsed autdoors can petentially end up
in water if the applicator isn't careful. This can hoppen when a product is

washed away from the treated area hy over-irrigation or heavy rainfall,
Improper application (drift onto sidewalks and driveways) con increase the
potential for runoff if the contaminated area is sprinkled or rained-on while

residues are still present. By taking a few simple precautions, pest control
or lawn care products will stay where they belong - on the treated area.

Scout The

The Treatment Site

Avoid spraying or dry granular
opplications on windy days,

Many labels prohibit applications
in wind. Use application technigues
to prevent products from landing
on the pavement or other surfaces
and washed into storm drains.

Avoid applications just before
rainstorms, Runofl fram a Ireated
area could enter storm drains and
confominale waterways.

Do not apply herbicides, fertilizers
or pest control products within 6-10
feet (lass if the lobel specifies) of
any well or water body, ond
always ensure that no products
entar the water.

Reduce spray driff by using nozzles
that produce larger droplets, Lower
sprayer pressure also reduces drilt
potential

Use deflectar shield guards en granular
spreaders when applying products
near surfaces such as driveways,
sidewalks, cart paths or streets.
Sweep up or blow matenals back
on the application site

Treatment Site

Locate all starm water drains Mentally picture where an
and identify water bodies such accidentol spill or hese ruplure
as streams, pands, wetlands and might flow. Be prepared fo
areas of natural runoff before respond,

starfing work. Alse look for well

heads. After turf or landscope treotments,
nofify customer or irrigation
managers about proper watering
prachices fo prevent runaff




Irrigation Tips

Encourage customers or facility
managers o use good irmgation
practices: when walering o freated
area, don't saturate the soil o the
point of runol, Runolf could enter
drains or waterways ond couse
cantaminabion.

Keep sprinklers adjusted: prevent
averspray and runcff from paved areos.

Etficient irrigation wets only the upper &- 12 inches of
the soll profile, does not saturate the soil and does
not cause runoff. Heavy clay soils are more prone fo
rUnGH.

Sloped areas or compacted soils need fo be irrigated
in shor, frequent irrigations.

When o product requires watering-in (fertilizer/
insechicide/herbicide combinations), use frequent,
light waterings after the application. Never fload
an area cousing runoff into sterm drains o
wolarways,

Sprayers, Trucks and Mixing
Fertilizers/Pest Control Products

When possible, mix and load en an impervieus
mix/load pad equipped with provisions for
collecting and reusing spllled ar waste material.

When filling, prevent back-siphoning by keeping
the fill hose abeove the solution level and out of
the tank. Use an approved backflow prevention
device such as o double check valve assembly an
the fill hase

Do not mix chemicals within 100 feet of any well,
sinkhale ar water body

Calibrate your sprayer or spreader according to
manulacturer speciticalions or label directions,

Wipe-up obvious spills on equipment betore washing.

Sweep-up and collect any granular materials
fram sidewalks, gutters or roads ofter sach
application.

Labels and MSDS

The label is the law. Fallow all label directions and
prahibitions for the safety of you, your employeas,
your customers and the enviranment.

Label directians ore writlen o help vou get maximum
benefits with minimum risks, Never exceed label rates
Mare 15 nol better it's costly, wosteful, illegal and you
lose the safety margin buth into lobel uss instructions,

Using pest control products ditterantly than the label
states is against state and federal law. It's also unwise

Review the |_ﬂ|::a| befora MixIng or upp|}r|ng pest cantral
products: check for postopplication recemmendations
such as watening and review with focility manogers if
nacessary,

Have access fo o Matenal Satety Data Sheet (MSDS| at
gl times. Review ond fallow all safety instructions,




Managing Spills
Check MSDS

The best source of spill cleanup information s the Material
Diata Salely Sheet (MS0S] While your reaction to each spill
shuuld be based an the product spilled and severty of spill,
here are some lips to consider. Remember, don't wash oway
spills; runaff can pollute surfuce or groundwater,

Stop the leak!

= Right overlurned container.

* Wrap a rag around a split hose.

Be famifiar with the product you select does || have potential = Close the shut-oH valve.

to move off-site; does || have an odor; does it have application = Il necassary. divert a stream of liguid befare controlling [y
restrictions?  Mateh the product o sach site tfreated the source.

Product Selection

Chaose a product enly after identifying the weed/pest and
contirming the applicaton sile js fisted on the labe

Lise lowest effective dusage presceribed on the product label
whien possible

It available, use pre-measured, waler-sojuble packals of
granutar formulations.

Use a surfactanlfadjuvant when recommended by the produc
label Spreader/stickers may improve (he efficacy of pest control
products atlower doses by ansunng better coverage. Thay also
can prevent wash ol dunng light to maderate rainfall

Contain Spill

» Dam the path of the spill If headed for a drain or waterway,
* Check whete How might go il contamment s breached.

Rinsate and Lettover Disposal

Avaid disposal preblems by planning ahead and mixing
oy the amount needed al the site ar for the day's warl

Clean-up Spill

= Clear-up spill immediately,

* Clean-up procadure depends on the chemical and severity
ol the splll

Never pour laftover pest control products down any type * Sew label recommaendations for handiing spills of individual

of drain (indoor or autdoor sink, toflley, ste.), Most drainage chemicals.

aventually anters waterways after leaving wiater lreatment » Call CHEMTREC at 1-800-424-9300 for emergency infarmation,

piEAts » Contact appropriate local or stale agency for spill reporting

requiremants

Triple rinse or pressure rinss amphy containers, pauring
the rinse into the spray 1ank. Hemember to leave enaugh
rarci 0 the tark for cormtainer rirnsewater,

Aprply lsfover pest controb products toosites listed on the
label and approved for treatment by the facility manager
ar customer.

Sweap-up and collect any granular matenals trom
sidewalks, gutters or roads after aach applicaton

Il yol must dispose of leftovers, Sea instructions on the labe
or MSDS5 or contact local/state environmental control or

Spill Clean-up Tips

* Keep supply of absarbent material on hand.

» 10-pound bag of clay-based peal litter works wall.

* Operator musl have access 1o MSDS or product labe)
dunng mixing and leading

agrioultural agency,

www. cureswaorks.org

Produced with supgart frorm:

Responsibie Industry for a Sound Environment (RISE)

Coalition For Urban/Rural Environmental Stewardship (CURES)
Oregenians For Food and Sheller (OFS)

Frotessional Lawn Care Association ot Amearica (PLCAA)
Washington Friends of Farms and Forests (WFFF)

Sacramento Stormwater Management Program
Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District
City of Modesto Stormwalter Pragram




